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Affairs of FRANCE: 


With Obfervations on Transactions at Home. 


Churfday, November 15. 1705. 


the Author’s Refulution, for fome time 
te Addrefs himfelf to the Convocati- 


4 S®: that have obferv'd in this Paper, 


on, have been fome time big with Expe(ta- 


tion, that according to the Cultom of this 
Age of Ruffling our Superiours, 1 fhould 


_ Prefent them with fome Memorial in the 


Modern Method, and fall foul upon the 
Clergy, with all the proper Inveétives, 
which fomeof’that Reverend Order have 
lately-beftew’d: upon theit Néighbours. 
This Paper is Calculated to the Unde- 


_ ceiving thefe’ Gentlemen, and to let fuch 


People know, that I fhallnot return Rai- 
ling for Railing, and Reviling for Reviling.; 
I fhall Treat them noc as they do, but as 


they ought to Treat‘théir Brethren ; which 


Duty if they donot perform, nor pay the 
Debt'to.'Good’ Manners, which they owe 
as Men; I fhall Jletthem know I Condemn. 
the Prattice; mot by falling into it, buc by 
avoiding it my felf. 


Befidés thefe fort of People are very 
much Deceiv’d «in me, if they think thatin 
what' Ihave faid of the Clergy in England, 


I would be underftood to mean the whole 


Body of the Clergy in general. 
T have never been backward to Exprefs 
my felf, with all that Reverence and Res 
gard, to the-Sober, Moderate, and Pious 
part of the Clergy of England, as becomes 
me, not in Charity only, but in real Duty 
and. Refpeét. 
And this is not in: Print only, butou aif 
Occafiens in Converfation , both Public 
and Private 5 for the Truth of this, I refer 
to all Ehave Printed in tho World I se- 
fer to. feveral of. the Clergy theinfelveg, 
with whom I havé the Honour, to Cone 
verfe ; and I-Challenge all the World, co 
Charge me with the leaft. Difrefpeét to 
them as a Body, either by Word or Wei- 
ting in my Life. u 


ments t 


If 1 have fingled out fome, who Difgrace 
their Cloath, and are Scandalous to their 
Profcffion, and fpoken fome Unhappy Truths 
of them, which the general Body of the 


Clergy really ought, ay, and really do Ab-— 


hor them for, they muft blame themfelves ; 
I hope none but the Guilty will chink them- 
felves Concern’d in it ; and for thofe, let 
them Reformit, and chat is the beft way 
to Silence me, and Recommend them toa 
general Charity. 

Asto the Clergy in general, as a Body 
of Divine Rulers of, and Pillars to Support 
‘the Church of Ewglind, as the whole Budy 
of Diffenters, have in general declar’d they 
are a True Church; fo they muft at the 
fame time, allow them. true Gofpel Mi- 
nifters; and this they Teftifie among other 
things, by this very Special and moft Un- 
deniable Proof, that it a Church of Eng- 
Jand Divine, comes off from the Church, 
and Enters among the Diffenters, they Ac- 
cept him asa Minifter, without a Reordi- 
nation or Recognition; a Charity, the 
Church has not yet Condefcended to ia the 
Cafe of the Difflemters. 

Allowing themthus True Gofpel Mini- 
fters, Legally Conftituted and Ordain’d ; 
I fhould fhew my flf very Ignorant of 
my. Duty, or very Regardleis of Performing 
it, ‘if I did not Treat them with all that Re- 
verencé and Diftance, due to the Sacred 
Office ; and of my Manners alfo, if I did 
not Refpeét the Civil Dignity, Plac’d upon 
them, by the Favour and Confent of the 
Government and Laws. 

* Now: whatever Opinion thefe Prejudic’d 
People, may have of -the Author~-ef this 
Paper, they fhall, I hope-have nothing to 
fay to him, either as to his Duty or his 
Good Manners ; and theretore itis, 1 fay, 
this Paper is Calculated for their Difap- 
pointment. 

~The General Part of the Clergy of Eng- 
land, efpecially of the Dignifi’d Clergy, are 
Men of Worth, Men of Learning, Piety and 
Moderation, as fuch I fhall apply to- them ; 
if any are otherwife minded, J am nor 
Tadking to them, they have ncither Lot nor 
Portion in this Matter ;1am aiming’ at 
the Nations Peace, and therefore am tal- 
king to thofe Gentlemen, whe have fhown 
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their Inclination to its that as there is hopes; 


from their Healing Charitable Spirit, much — 
may bedone towards this Blefied Work 5 


fo I would not be wanting to offer a Mice, — 
and take off as far aS poihible, the Scandab. — 
which thole, who fet themfelves againft this 
good Work, raiie upon the Diffenters, That 


they do not delire itupon fair Conditionse, 

In order to convince the worft of 
my Enemies therefore of the Sincerity of 
my Defign, and that I mean nothing but 
what I fay they will find thefe Papers, while 
thus applying themfelves to the Convo- 
cation, doing it with all poffitle Precauti- 
ens, Reverence and Refpe&3 not only as 
from a Perfons Addreffing for Peace, and 
therefore fuited to the Healing Reqyefts ; 
but as Refpeéting the Perfons apply’d to, 
who ought to be Treated with a Decency 
becoming their Charaéter, Profeffion, and 
the great Share they have in the Welfare 
of Religion in general, and the Eftablifh’d 
Church in thefe Nations in particular. 

Wheth-r the G-ntlemen will pleafe to 
call this an Addrefs, a Memoriai, a Re- 
mon{trance, or by whatfoever Name or 
Title they pleafe to Diftinguifh, 1 leave 
them at Liberty ; the Subje& is fad and feri- 
ous: the Manner I detire fhould bear a. 
Propertion both to the Dignity of the AG 
fembly, and the Weight of the Cafe. f 
crave leave to be very plain, but fhalt 
ask Pardon if 1 Trefpafs.. ’Tis.a Cafe 
that requires Opennefs and  Free- 
dom. The Candor and Charity of the 
Affembly, will, I hope entertain me, with. 
the fame Refpeé the Innocence of my 
Detign claims, and judge me with that Im- 
partiality of Mind, as they would be judg’d 
in like Cafe. 

If any Man enquire what Title have to 
make this the Subjeé&t of my Concern, I 
vindicate my felf from the Scandal of an 
Officious Medler, in Matters remote to my 
Sphere, by urging the Neceffity, Weight, 
ard exceeding Concern of what I am upon, 
even to every Proteftamt in the Nation; 
my own Share, and the Share of my Po- 
fterity in the’ Welfare of this Nation, both 
Civil and Religious, is as fufficient a Jufti- 
fication tomy making this Addrefs, as my 
having a Hovfe in the Street, is to my cry= 
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I{ee « Houfe on Fire inthe fame Row. . 
But thefe are Difcourfes without Doors, 
The Reverend Affembly, towbich this Pa- 


Rer now apglies it (elf, are better Judges in. 


this Particular ; and. claiming the common 
Priviledge of {peaking out what -I have to 
fay, Isfhall freely refer my elf and thefe Pa- 
perstotheir LordfhipsCenfure. == 

Wherefore without any farther Apology, 
I am now an Humble Suitour to all the Re- 


verend Members of the Prefent Convoca-. 


tion, the National. Synod of ZEvgland, for 


Audienceon the moft Solemn Occafion of 


PEAC E. ; 


- *Tis true, Reverend Fathers, the Diffi-. 


culties which have hithérto appear’d in the 
way, to hinder and interrupt che Nations 
Peace, both Civil and Religious, have been 
very very many, and the Perfons that have 
joyn’d in with thofe Unhappy Articles, have 


en not only many, but Men of Figure, 


of the firft Mognitude, Men of fuch De- 
gree, that has encreafed the Difficulty, til 
the Work has been laid by Good Men, 
have defpair’d of it, or at leaft have died 
in the Faith of it, asa thing remote, that 
may fome time or other happen, when un- 
forefeen Revolutions concur, and thofe 
things happen to come in Conjunétion, which 
Men can hardly hope for. ; 

And as thefe things have kept back the. 
bleffed Minute, when this Divided Nation 
fhould come to a General Union 3 fo, My 
Lords, Great and feemingly Infuperable 
Didiculties lie yet in the way 5-and to moft 
yes, the happy Junéture feems yet out of 
Sight. To me, I confef, itis mot fo ; and 
pardon me, My Lords, if I fay, That the 
whole of the Matter feems to lie before 
your Affembly. . as 

Asthis is a great thing to fay, and the 
Generals contain almott Infinite Particulars, 
¥crave Leave co fumm them up into fome 


Heads, which J hall enter into the Particu-. 


Jars of afterward. As, © 

_ ye It is im your Power.to fettle and fe- 

cure the Private Peace and Reputation of 

the Charch of England. 
a. It is in your Power to:take away all 

Pretence for an Occafional Bille  — - 
3.-It isin your Power to remove all man- 

ner of Ground for the late violent pretended. 


‘ing Fire, and raifiag the Neighbours, whew. 


Apprekenfions of the Danger of the Churchy 
-4'Itisin your pay heal aod one 
up the large Breach in the Church, reftore . 
her Communion, and Cure what is call’d: 
by fome, the Schifm of the Nation, 
_ §. It isin your Power fo unite the Civil 
as well as Religious Intéreft of the Nation. . 
- 6..T¢ is in you Power-to bring all this 
to.pals, not only by doing. nothing but what 
you may do x.but by deing. nothing -but 
what you cannot lawfully omit. ..° 
My Lords and Reverend Fathers of the 
Convocation, if thefe things are fo, then 
you will by no means blame an homble. 
hari for laying thefe- things, at. your 
- Nor let the “Arguments here t0,-be 
brought, ‘receive le(S Weight in, your Qni-, 
nions, from the meaneft and. moft .defpi- 
cable Chataéter their Author may have.ia 
our ‘Thought, either by the Mifrepre- 
entations of Men, or ‘the Prejudice at a 
Man differing and diffenting. in fome few 
very few, finall very final] Matters;. fince. 
all that Prejudice ‘will die with either an 
Anfwer, or a Grant to the Matters now 
to be laid before You; the .Man, my Lords, 
would be no more a Diffester, nor a Million. 
of Families befide, were the Cafe now 
coming before your Lorthips, brought. toa: 


Head. ete a ih 7 <5 
Diffenting, my Lords, as fome have-call’d: 
t;Political, dot Religious Diffenting, if any- 
fuch thing there is in the World, has po 
Concern in the Difpute of this Papers: A 
Religious Diffenter, I take to be a Protee- 
ftant; one that would .willingly conforms. 
to every thing, even for Peace-fake,,.that: 
his Confcience can wich.any puffible Sae 
tisfaftion comply. wichs;. but ‘that in fuch 
things asin which he cannot fatisfy his 
Confcieate, choofes to obey God rather: 
than Man; even juft fo, my Lords, as the: 
Church of England her felf did when fir 
fhe renounc’d the Errors of Popery... 
“Of fuch aDiffemser, no fincere Church of 
England ProteNantcan find in his heart to 
complain; between fuch a Diffenter aad a. 
Church man, there need_be no waat of Chari: 
ty ; and! am very fure there can feally be no 
different Intereft ;, their Civil Foundation-is: 
the fame,-their Profperity and Confufton: 
aré brought to pals by the fame means 
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‘anid on both Sides purfued by the fame 
Perfons. 

Such Difenters cannot be fupprefs'd, bet 
the Church of England will lofe fo many 
faft Friends, that on all Occafions have aad 
ever will join with her in the General De- 
fence of the Nation, and in the gene- 
ral Defence of the Proteftant Religion, 
and in: the particular Defence of the 
Church of England, whenever fhe comes 
~ to fuffer either the Politick or Religious In 
vations of Popery or Tyranny. 

Such Diffenters can never fee or defire to 
fee the Church of England fupprels'd, 
crufh’d, or rundown ; but they mult fee 
or-defire: to-fee themfelves expofed naked 
and defencele(s to the Fury of an Adverfary, 
which; ’tis too plain, they cannot. pretend 
to be able to defend themfelves, and they 
cannot be rationally fuppoled fo blind, as 
not to'fee it. 

Such Diffenters, while we are confideriag, 
themas Men, furnifh’d wich Reafon enough 
to allow their being kept our of Bedizm, 
cannot be fuggefted to have the leaft De- 
figt againft the prefent Eftablifhment of the 
Churchof England ; and all the Clamours 
and-pretended Apprebenfions of the Danger 
of the Church of England from the Diffenters, 
JT doubt not;having obtained your Lordthin’s 
Pardon: for my: Attempt, I fhail in che- 
Comrfe of this Addrefs make appear. to he 
empty Suggeftions, ungrounded, ignoraat, 
or malicious, and to prove to your Lord- 
fhips Satisfattion, and the Cunviétion of 
all che reafonable unprejudiced part of 
Mankind, that the prcefent Circumfances 
of the Diffenting Intereft in the Nation, 
is in its:felf and ‘in its own Nature an ab- 
fulute Security to the Church of England, 
and adirect unanfwerable Proof, That the 
Church can never fall again into any Publick 
Difaftec from the Diffenters. 

And tho’ this may teem a Paradox to fome, 
yet} claim to make itour, and aim content 
to fubmitto any Cenfure, if 1 fail in it; be. 
feeching your Lerdfhips, and the Reverend 
Geutlemen of your Lower Houle, to give 


me but the fair Law of Argument, saa ae 7 
Mes are wellcome, either Pt yor 


Privately toconfute me if theycams = 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Continuation of the Comical Hiftory of 
A Knight, Don Qvisetre 


the moft Ingenious 
de lz Manche. By the Licentiate 
Being a Third 


with feveral curious Copper Cuts. Tranfla- 
= 2 Piro Fobn Sie Benen Printed 
or feffercy ¢ at the in St. Paul’ 
Church-yard. ss: : 
HE F er vintiaa oF th 
rauds and Villanies e Prefen 
“E: Practice of Phyfick, and the Rational 
and Sincere Practice.Compar’d. With a New 
Philofophy of the Principles of the Air, the 
neceflary and greateft Nutriment of the Blood 
and Spirits; of the Prineiples of. all Animals 
aiid Vegetables fupported by many Obferva- 
tions and Experiments; of the Preparations 
by Diftillation and Infufion, and the diferent 
Ufes of them in all Diieates. By R, Pit, M.D, 
Fellow of the Colleg: of Phyficians, and the 
Royal Society, and Phyfician of St. Burtbolo- 
man’s Hofpital. Sold by Edmard Bremer, at 
the Crane in St, Faut's Church-yard, 1705. 
* | Berbice differ ene from all 
ethers yet pablified)-for a Perpetual 
Agurance Office: Wherein either § E X may 
Sub{cribe, and by Paying 6 ¥. per Annum, fe~ 
cure an equal Dividend of io0cet at their 
Deaths, which in ail* probability cannor a- 
mount to lefs than 509 Pounds, or a much 
reater Sum, toany Perfon they thal Name 
befides 3 /: out of every 61. which they thall 
have Paid, together with other Advantages 
(during Life) which wi!! reduce every Mem- 
ber’s Yearly Payment to lefs than 40%. Subs 
{eriptions are taken, and -Propotals at large 
given grat, at the Invollment Ogice in Chancer 
Laney Mr. J. Matthews a Printer, and Mr, Suw- 
bridge, in Little-Brittain ; Mr. Burnes, in Pail 
all: 5 Mr. Nort, near Stationers-Hall ; 
Mr. Straian in Cornhill ; Mr. Hurthy, 
and Mr. Modgjen’s in Holborn; Me. Bar ° 
in Weftminfter-Hall ; and Mr. Smith Withone 
Temple-Bar, Boukscilegs. ¢ ,*, Notes, Thet no 
Moncy is to be Tait, sill tise Society he full, and. 
Security given. ) _Againk which. if any Sule 
fcriber fhail object, he Mail be at Liberty, 


whetner he -wiil ita: ipti 
oe ne will ftand to his Subfcription, or 
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dex de Avellaneda, a T olume ; _ 
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